Criteria for incorporation of the higher education institutions

(unofficial translation)

Decision

The Ministry of Education of SR with respect to Section 82, Clause 7 of the Act No. 131/2002 on higher education institutions … , after the expression of the Accreditation Committee and representation of HEIs herewith adopts Criteria used when expressing its opinion on the incorporation of higher education institution. Criteria are attached to this decision. …….

This decision comes into force on 1 January 2008.

Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among university higher education institutions

(1) The present material contains the set of criteria which the Accreditation Commission applies according to Section 84 Clause 4 Letter e) of the Act at expressing its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution according to Section 2 Clause 13 of the Act among university higher education institutions. 

(2) As an abbreviated form for the set of criteria contained in the present material the abbreviation CIU (criteria for incorporation among university higher education institutions) is used. 

(3) At expressing its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution into university higher education institutions the following attributes are subject of evaluation:

a) results of the higher education institution in the field of research,

b) results of the higher education institution at implementing study programmes of the third level.

c) conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of first and second level study programmes and their staff assurance.

(4) The Accreditation Commission shall evaluate the respective higher education institution. If higher education institution complies requested criteria at requested level. The Accreditation Commission shall express its opinion on incorporation of the higher education institution according to Section 2 Clauses 13 and 14, that means it will advise its incorporation into university-type higher education institutions. 

(5) If higher education institution or faculty merged during the assessed period with other higher education institution or faculty, it will be regarded similarly as if they merged at the beginning of assessed period.

(6) At evaluating the fulfillment of criteria the period of six calendar years before the year in which the higher education institutions submits its materials for evaluation (hereinafter referred to as the “assessed period“) shall be considered. The evaluation is aimed only at the higher education institutions and faculties, which have been functioning for the period of at least four years before the year in which the materials are to be submitted for complex accreditation. Owing to the fact that the posts of functional professors were established as late as 2003, the CIU-2 and CIU-5 criteria are assessed only from this year.
CIU: Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among university higher education institutions

	Attribute/criterion
	Sufficient fulfillment 

	Attribute: Results of higher education institutions in the field of research

	Criterion CIU-1: Results of evaluation of the research activity level of higher education institution 
	At least 60 per cent of faculties of higher education institution achieve the overall research evaluations equal to at least B- in absolute majority of research areas corresponding to the implemented study programmes of the second level and/or study programme of the third level according to Section 84 Clause 4 Letter d) of the Act. If the higher education institution also implements study programmes of the second level and/or study programmes of the third level at the level of the higher education institution, they are counted as if implemented by a separate faculty. If the higher education institution is not divided into faculties, it must fulfill the condition indicated in this criterion as a whole.

	Criterion CIU-2: The amount of finances for research grants, projects, on registered calculated number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers
	The amount of finances for assessed period divided by the summary of calculated registered number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers for particular calendar years of assessed period is at least 60 000 Sk. These sources of income of higher education institution in assessed period are considered in the amount of finances: KEGA projects, VEGA projects, financial sources for the research projects from APVV, from state R&D programmes, financial sources from EU's Framework Programmes for research and technological development, financial sources obtained for the solution of research projects from abroad that are considered for the sake of breakdown of financial sources from state budget.

In the case of private HEIs, if finances for approved project in the frame of grant scheme VEGA and KEGA were not provided, instead of the income from these grant schemes an amount of finances that the private HEI has invested to solve the approved project in particular year, will be considered. 

	Attribute: Results of higher education institution at implementation of study programmes of the third level 

	Criterion CIU-3: Number of graduates of PhD study
	At least 60 per cent of faculties of higher education institution achieve the annual mean of graduates of PhD study in the appropriate study fields allocated to the post of functional professor, equal to at least 1/3
) in a majority of research areas corresponding to the implemented study programmes of the third level. If the study programmes of the third level are implemented at the level of higher education institution too, they are counted as if implemented by a separate faculty. If the higher education institution is not divided into faculties, it must fulfil the condition indicated in this criterion as a whole.

	Criterion CIU-4: Research outcomes of students and graduates of PhD study
	At least 60 per cent of faculties of the higher education institution achieve research outcomes of PhD students studying full-time and part-time students of PhD study, if they are employed at given higher education institution at appointed weekly working time, being evaluated in the assessed period according to sample of 25 outcomes and according to criteria for evaluation of the outcome attribute, equal to at least C+ in absolute majority of research areas corresponding to the implemented study programmes of the third level. In this criterion only the faculties fulfilling the condition indicated in CIU-3 are considered. If the study programmes of the third level are also implemented at the level of higher education institution, they are counted as if implemented by a separate faculty. If the higher education institution is not divided into faculties, it must fulfill the condition indicated in this criterion as a whole.

	Criterion CIU-5: Number of full-time students of PhD study on registered calculated number of associated professors (“docent”) and professors (functional posts)
	Number of full-time students of PhD study and part-time students of PhD study, who are employed at given higher education institution at appointed weekly working time, to 31. October of particular calendar year on registered calculated number of associated professors (“docent”) and professors (functional posts) in calendar year, in which this academic year has started, in particular years of assessed period is at least 1.

	Attribute: Conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of first and second level study programmes and their staff assurance

	Criterion CIU-6: Number of students in study programmes in first and second level on registered calculated number of academic staff
	Number of students in study programmes in first and second level and study programmes according to Section 53 Clause 3 of the Act to 31. October of particular calendar year on registered calculated number of academic staff with higher education of third level or with scientific-pedagogical degree “docent” or with scientific-pedagogical degree “profesor” in calendar year, in which this academic year has started, in particular years of assessed period is at most 20.Students in part-time study form will be taken into consideration in the number of all students with the 0,3 balance.


Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among higher education institutions that are not incorporated among university higher education institutions and not among professional higher education institutions

(1) The present material contains the set of criteria which the Accreditation Commission applies according to Section 84 Clause 4 Letter e) of the Act at expressing its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution.

(2) As an abbreviated form for the set of criteria contained in present material the abbreviation CIH (criteria for incorporation among higher education institutions) is used. 
(3) At expressing its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution the following attributes are the subject of evaluation:

a) results of the higher education institution in the field of research,

b) conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of first and second level study programmes and their staff assurance.

(4) The Accreditation Commission shall evaluate the respective higher education institution. It shall find out the measure to which its attributes meet the individual criteria. According to the result of identifying fulfillment of criteria the Accreditation Commission shall express its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution according to Section 2 Clause 13.

(5) If higher education institution or faculty merged during the assessed period with other higher education institution or faculty, it will be regarded similarly as if they merged at the beginning of assessed period.

(6) At evaluating the fulfillment of criteria the period of six calendar years before the year in which the higher education institution submits its background materials for evaluation (hereinafter referred to as the “assessed period”) shall be considered. The evaluation embraces only the higher education institutions and faculties, which have been functioning, at least four years before the year in which they are due to submit their materials for complex accreditation. Owing to the fact that the posts of functional professors were established as late as 2003, the CIH-2 criterion is assessed only from this year.

CIH: Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among higher education institutions that are not incorporated among university higher education institutions and not among professional higher education institutions

	Attribute/criterion
	Sufficient fulfillment

	Attribute: Results of the higher education institution in the field of research

	Criterion CIH-1: Results of evaluation of the research activity level of higher education institution
	At least 60 per cent of faculties of higher education institution achieve the overall research evaluations equal to at least C+ in absolute majority of research areas corresponding to the implemented study programmes of the second level and/or study programme of the third level according to Section 84 Clause 4 Letter d) of the Act. If the higher education institution also implements study programmes of the second level and/or study programmes of the third level at the level of the higher education institution, they are counted as if implemented by a separate faculty. If the higher education institution is not divided into faculties, it must fulfill the condition indicated in this criterion as a whole.

	Criterion CIH-2: The amount of finances for research grants, projects, on registered calculated number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers
	The amount of finances for assessed period divided by the summary of calculated registered number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers for particular calendar years of assessed period is at least 40 000 Sk. These sources of income of higher education institution in assessed period are considered in the amount of finances: KEGA projects, VEGA projects, financial sources for the research projects from APVV, from state R&D programmes, financial sources from EU's 6th and 7th Framework Programmes for research and technological development, financial sources obtained for the solution of research projects from abroad that are considered for the sake of breakdown of financial sources from state budget.

In the case of private HEIs, if finances for approved project in the frame of grant scheme VEGA and KEGA were not provided, instead of the income from these grant schemes an amount of finances that the private HEI has invested to solve the approved project in particular year, will be considered. 

	Attribute: Conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of first and second level study programmes and their staff assurance

	Criterion CIH-3: Number of students in study programmes in first and second level on registered calculated number of academic staff
	Number of students in study programmes in first and second level and study programmes according to Section 53 Clause 3 of the Act to 31 October of particular calendar year on registered calculated number of academic staff in calendar year, in which this academic year has started, in particular years of assessed period is at most 25. Students in part-time study form will be taken into consideration in the number of all students with the 0,3 balance.


Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among professional higher education institutions

(1) The present material contains the set of criteria which the Accreditation Commission applies according to Section 84 Clause 4 Letter e) of the Act at expressing its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution according to Section 2 Clause 13 of the Act among professional higher education institutions. 

(2) As an abbreviated form for the set of criteria contained in present material the abbreviation CIP (criteria for incorporation into professional higher education institutions) is used. 
(3) At expressing its opinion on incorporation among professional higher education institution the following attributes are the subject of evaluation:

c) level of performance in the field of science, technology or art, which is the basis for implementation of the study programmes and the level of compliance of the study programme implementation with the current state and development in the field of science, technology and art,

d) conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of study programmes and their staff assurance.

(4) The Accreditation Commission shall evaluate the respective higher education institution. It shall find out the measure to which its attributes meet the individual criteria. If higher education institution fulfills CIP and doe not fulfill criteria for incorporation of higher education institution into higher education institutions that are not incorporated between university higher education institutions and not between professional higher education institutions, or criteria for incorporation into university higher education institutions, the Accreditation Commission shall express its opinion on incorporation of higher education institution into professional higher education institutions according to Section 2 Clause 13 and 15 of the Act.

(5) At evaluating the fulfilment of criteria the period of six calendar years before the year in which the higher education institution submits its background materials for evaluation (hereinafter referred to as the “assessed period”) shall be considered. The evaluation embraces only the higher education institutions and faculties, which have been functioning, at least four years before the year in which they are due to submit their materials for complex accreditation. 

(6) If higher education institution or faculty merged during the assessed period with other higher education institution or faculty, it will be regarded similarly as if they merged at the beginning of assessed period.
(7) If higher education institution is active as a whole for a period less then four years, its present incorporation will be proposed.
CIP: Criteria for incorporation of higher education institution among professional higher education institutions

	Attribute/criterion
	Sufficient fulfillment for incorporation among professional higher education institutions

	Attribute: Results of the higher education institution in the field of research

	Criterion CIP-1: Results of evaluation of the research activity level of higher education institution
	At least 50 per cent of faculties of higher education institution achieve the overall research evaluations equal to at least C- in absolute majority of research areas corresponding to the implemented study programmes. If the higher education institution also implements study programmes at the level of the higher education institution, they are counted as if implemented by a separate faculty. If the higher education institution is not divided into faculties, it must fulfill the condition indicated in this criterion as a whole.

	Criterion CIP-2: The amount of finances for research grants, projects, on registered calculated number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers
	The amount of finances for assessed period divided by the summary of calculated registered number of associated professors (“docent”), professors and creative research employers for particular calendar years of assessed period is at least 20 000 Sk. These sources of income of higher education institution in assessed period are considered in the amount of finances: KEGA projects, VEGA projects, financial sources for the research projects from APVV, from state R&D programmes, financial sources from EU's 6th and 7th Framework Programmes for research and technological development, financial sources obtained for the solution of research projects from abroad that are considered for the sake of breakdown of financial sources from state budget.

In the case of private HEIs, if finances for approved project in the frame of grant scheme VEGA and KEGA were not provided, instead of the income from these grant schemes an amount of finances that the private HEI has invested to solve the approved project in particular year, will be considered. 

	Attribute: Conditions of the higher education institution consisting in implementation of first level study programmes and their staff assurance

	Criterion CIP-3: Number of students in first level study programmes on registered calculated number of academic staff
	Number of students in first level study programmes to 31 October of particular calendar year on registered calculated number of academic staff in calendar year, in which this academic year has started, in particular years of assessed period is at most 30. Students in part-time study form will be taken into consideration in the number of all students with the 0,3 balance.


�) Calculation of the mean is based on the sum of graduates and the sum of functional posts for all fields of study pertaining to the assessed area.





